Introduction
The economic value of coral reefs is evidenced by the islands and land they produce and protect, the fisheries which they sup? port, the tourists they draw, the recreational opportunities they afford and the diversity of natural products which they produce which have already proven to be of bio? medical importance. While the value of a resource is often measured in dollars, one should not ignore the cultural value of coral reefs, which is every bit as important to islanders and tropical coastal populations as the rain forest is to its inhabitants. 
